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Case Study: Fetal Abnormality 
Question 1
	According to the Christian view of the world, everyone is created in the image and likeness of God. This does not mean that people are divine, but that they are privileged and honored to live a decent life on earth (Harris, 2004). The Christian worldview is independent of economic, physical, and social factors that affect the lives of humans in different ways. God is responsible for providing true humanity. This is shown in the way humans show love and build relationships with other human beings. Apart from this, God has also created humans to uphold morality and moral behavior. As a result of this, true Christians are not supposed to cross any moral boundaries (Harris, 2004). The spirituality that comes with being a Christian requires individuals to lead a transcendent life. Apart from this, spirituality is about implementing God’s personality into human life and practicing it through mechanical acts in the world. 
	The Christian worldview also indicates that human beings were created to promote cultural infusion. This is about promoting cultural harmony and the well-being of humans (Harris, 2004). Culture should also be infused with spirituality. In the Christian worldview, this implies that all cultures should treat human beings with respect and honor. This is based on the fact that the Christian worldview of humanity is available in almost all cultures of the world. The moral theory, as applies to Christians, indicates that all human beings are the same irrespective of their backgrounds. This is the core belief of Christianity and the Christian faith and practices. Every individual has a right to dignity and privacy. The right to dignity is considered to be the most intrinsic value to humans (Harris, 2004). The fact that people are created in the image and likeness of God shows why the right to dignity is an important human value. 
Question 2
	The case study provided shows a fetus that will be born with a deformity, which is the lack of limbs, and will also have a one in four probability or chance of developing the Down syndrome. These challenges increase the likelihood of the child being born with mental and cognitive deficiencies. Based on this case scenario, Jessica and Maria adhere to the religious or philosophical theory of moral status (Reichlin, 2014). Jessica and Maria believe that every human being has a moral status right from the time of conception irrespective of their mental or physical deficiencies. Jessica is clearly conscious of the reality of her uncertain socio-economic status. She is aware of the fact that the mentally and physically challenged child will cause a strain. However, she believes in the sacredness of life. She disagrees with Dr. Wilson’s view on aborting the baby. Maria is religious and would not support the termination of life in any circumstance. She tells Jessica to carry the pregnancy and play the role of a mother.  
Dr. Wilson subscribes to the Kantian theory of moral status. This theory states that individuals are entitled to a moral status if they have the capacity for cognition (Reichlin, 2014). This implies that they cannot demonstrate memory, awareness, and understanding among others. The medical tests indicate that the fetus will not have cognitive capacity when born. Apart from this, as a doctor, Dr. Wilson has a moral status theory that is based on relationships. The doctor-patient obligation does not allow him to apply the moral status theory in advising Jessica about the child (Reichlin, 2014). This is the same case for Marco, who sees the challenges of the child as a threat to their economic security. The burden that will come along with the child might affect their plans. 	
Question 3
	Jessica, Maria, Marco, and Dr. Wilson have all employed moral status theories. All these theories seem to align with the deontological moral theory. Deontological moral theory is about the ethics of duty. As a healthcare expert, Dr. Wilson believes that he has the responsibility of informing Jessica about the conditions of the fetus (“Case Study”). Further, he also believes that he has the moral obligation of informing Jessica that the fetus cannot develop normally even after being born, and as such, suggested abortion as a way of preventing the complications that will arise when the child is born. Moral theories are based on the assumption that the consequences of an action are more important and should be given priority. The justification of actions can only be considered based on the consequences. This implies that if the child is born, there will be consequences related to social security and financial freedom for the family. It is for this reason that Marco considered abortion as the right choice and convinced Jessica to also consider it.  
However, Jessica does not hold the same beliefs as Dr. Wilson and Marco. She is not only practical but also has a spiritual mindset. She has a high level of spirituality and morality. She believes that she has a spiritual duty just like other human beings to keep her child to birth. Further, she believes that she has the responsibility of raising the child as a mother irrespective of the physical and mental challenges (“Case Study”). As a result of this, Jessica does not opt for an abortion plan despite what the medical tests have already proved. Maria is not only spiritualistic but also believes that she has a moral obligation and the aspect of humanity. As a result of this, she advises Jessica to accept God’s will and take care of the child. 
Question 4
	While I have to choose among one of these theories, I would consider moderation as an important thing in this scenario. This implies that both the religious and human perspectives for upholding the right of the fetus need to be considered before a final decision is made. In normal circumstances, as a fetus evolves and gains more human characteristics, it becomes a person. At this stage, it has the right to mature into a person or personhood. In such circumstances, which are considered normal, abortion cannot be allowed. However, the case scenario presented is a unique and special one. Medical tests by Dr. Wilson have already indicated that the fetus is disadvantaged or disabled. Jessica is well aware of the fact that giving birth to this child will have a strain on her life considering her socio-economic status. While it will be challenging for the fetus to be born and lead a life as a person, it is also important that abortion is allowed to save the parents from these challenges. 
	The facts presented above are the main reason why moderation should be exercised. There is no need for extreme consideration of either the humanistic or the spiritual perspectives. In my view, a decision should be made solely based on the scenario that has been provided. Therefore, in consideration of the socio-economic status of Jessica, it is right that she accepts an abortion. This will not only reduce her burden but will also protect the child from the wrath and misery of being disabled. Jessica will still have the opportunity of giving birth to another child, who can give meaning to her integrity and existence. Therefore, when all the facts of the case have been considered, the best recommendation would be for Jessica to undertake the abortion as advised by the doctor and Marco. 
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